Can You Change to a New Social Security Lawyer?

Q: What should you when you feel like the social security lawyer you hired is not very supportive or responsive?

A: If you are not happy with your current social security lawyer, you can find a new one. You are not required to have the same representation
throughout the claims process. It will not hurt your chances of being approved for benefits, assuming you do not miss any deadlines, appointments or
hearings while you search for a new lawyer. Before you do anything, however, you should speak with your social security lawyer and determine if he
can remedy the situation. Many unhappy claimants have not communicated clearly about the type of relationship they expect from their attorney or do
not understand how long a case can take. Most attorneys would want to know if their clients are unsatisfied and be given a chance to fix the situation.
A client who is afraid to communicate concerns to his current social security lawyer should contact another representative from the firm and explain the
situation and the need to find a new lawyer. Make sure that you do not wait long to hire a new attorney, if you choose to do so. It is smart to check in
on the status of your claim yourself, as well, so that you do not miss deadlines or required appointments. Your new social security lawyer will do the
same once he or she is hired.

Q: How often should you speak with your social security lawyer?

A: Itis vital that your social security lawyer know all the details regarding your claim. Your lawyer should have all the background information that you
have. When you are treated or visit your physician, tell your lawyer so that he will know to inform the claims examiner. If your condition or the
prognosis changes, tell your lawyer. Should you change your address, call your attorney and pass along the new address and phone number. Always
keep your social security lawyer informed.

Q: Should you contact creditors when you apply for social security disability?

A: You should let any banks or institutions to which you owe money know that you applied for social security disability. A creditor can decide to stop
any collection against you while you are awaiting a decision, but do not expect any to. It is definitely worth a try, though. If you are seriously concerned
about issues with your creditors, it is wise to contact a social security lawyer (if you do not already have one) for advice and help drafting any
documentation.
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